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What’s New in Wantagh?
The school year is off to a great 

start with new and expanded 
programs and students who are 
eager to learn. The community also 
congratulated John C. McNamara 
in his new role as superintendent 
of schools and welcomed Dr. Marc 
Ferris as assistant superintendent for 
instruction. Wantagh continues to 
expand, enrich and enhance student 
offerings throughout the district 
while also making facility upgrades 
that support student experiences.

This fall, Mr. McNamara and 
Dr. Ferris began working with a 
25-person team of administrators, 
teachers and students to conduct 
a wide-scale study of the district 
that will help guide the Board 
of Education in developing an 
evidence-based, five-year strategic 
plan. The strategic plan, which 
will be presented in late spring and 
implemented during the 2018-2019 
school year, will represent the shared 
vision of all community stakeholders.

“What is key to this shared vision 
is asking the questions about what 
we value as a community, what we 
want educationally for our children 

and whether we are delivering these 
values,” Mr. McNamara said. 

The research team will collect data 
by using surveys and information 
acquired during focus group 
discussions. Focus group participants 
will include students, staff, parents, 
community members and alumni. 
It is also important to note that 
a number of students enrolled in 
the newly implemented Advanced 
Placement Capstone research course 
will assist with the research process. 

Dr. Ferris explained, “The voice of 
students is important in developing 
our shared vision, because they can 
provide us with a perspective we 
cannot see as adults.”  

After all data is collected and 
analyzed, the Board of Education 
will work with Administration to 
develop a comprehensive five-year 
plan that reflects the values of our 
community. 

While this plan is being 
developed, it is important to note 
that amazing work continues on 
throughout the district.  

For example, the district enhanced 
its technology initiatives to improve 
the learning experiences for all 
students. In addition to a new 
coding class at the high school, 
Chromebooks were distributed to all 

middle school 
students in 
grades 6-8. High 
school students 
who successfully 
completed 
the Advanced 
Placement 
Capstone 
seminar course 
are now enrolled in the new AP 
Capstone research course, making 
them one step closer to acquiring 
an AP Capstone diploma. There 
is also an increased focus on the 
district’s robust science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics 
activities in grades K-5 with the 
hiring of a new STEAM teacher. 

In addition, middle school and 
high school students are listening to 
and composing music in new Music 
Lab courses, while art students at the 
high school take digital animation 
and advanced screen printing, all new 
courses that will prepare them for the 
future.

 Fine and Performing Arts 
Supervisor Kelly Jones said, 
“The new art classes are the 
industry standard and a true 
representation of what 
students can learn outside 
of school.”

“What is key to this shared vision is asking the questions 
about what we value as a community, what we want 
educationally for our children and whether we are 
delivering these values.” 
Superintendent of Schools John C. McNamara



Student Academic 
Experiences

•   All middle school students are provided 
Chromebooks equipped with Google 
Apps for Education and providing 
simultaneous access to documents 
by students and teachers. In addition 
to instructional programs like Kahoot, 
Pear Deck and Quizlet, Chromebook 
instruction promotes communication, 
collaboration and a real-time response 
on assigned work, as well as engagement 
and excitement about learning. 

•   The elementary STEAM program 
includes an additional teacher to focus 
on units for grades K-2. 

 •   The AP Capstone Program’s new  
AP Research course is offered to 
students in grades 11 and 12 who 
have successfully completed the AP 
Seminar course. They must design, 
plan and conduct a yearlong, research-
based investigation and apply research 
methods to address individually 
selected, real-world topics. Students are 
also required to write a college-level 
research paper and orally present and 
defend their findings and methodology.

•   Under the New York 
State Social Studies 
Framework, the district’s 
social studies curriculum 
now promotes added 
writing, reading and 
public speaking skills, as 
well as a commonality 
of skills and unity 
of themes between 
grades. The K-8 science 
curriculum also includes 
smaller units of study 
that promote more 
inquiry, making students 
think like scientists. 

•   Elementary school 
teams of representatives 
have customized English 
Language Arts units of 
study and unit genres for 
grades 3-5 with model 
lessons and follow-up 
based on the Teachers 
College Writers 
Workshop Units of 
Study. Emphasis on the 
units of study for grades 
K-2 will have a similar 
language and process 
as grades 3-5, resulting 
in vertical alignment 
and lesson planning for 
grades K-5.
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Director of Information Systems and Instructional Technology 
Penny Curry – “The options for creative instruction are 
limitless, and students continuously receive enforcement 
in their units of study through varieties of programs.” (on 
Chromebook Technology)

“The new art classes are the industry 
standard and a true representation 
of what students can learn outside of 
school.” – Fine and Performing Arts 
Supervisor Kelly Jones

Director of English 
Language Arts and 
Secondary Reading 
Nicole Waldbauer 
– “Students are 
developing lifelong 
writing skills and 
are learning to take 
ownership of their 
own writing process.” 

•   Introduction to Coding 
will expose students to 
a variety of computer 
programs including 
CSS, HTML, jQuery and 
Python, teaching them 
to create both static 
and dynamic webpages 
and Python terminals, 
and to learn to program 
console applications 
and webpages using 
various programming 
languages.   

•   The middle school’s 
Music Lab features the 
latest Mac computers 
and teaches musical 
skills, concepts and 
music composition. 
Students compose and 
play their own music 
and music from other 
periods. The students’ 
computer keyboard 
stations are linked to 
the classroom teacher, 
who can provide 
immediate feedback on 
student work.  

•   Digital Animation 
teaches stop-motion 
animation and Adobe 
Animate. Students 
are required to write a 
script, storyboard the 
action, create sets and 
props, build characters, 
film and edit their 
stories and post results 
electronically.

•   Screen Printing 
students will acquire 
sophisticated screen 
printing and solar 
plate process skills; 
investigate how science, 
math and technology 
influence screen 
printing as an art; and 
study art history to build 
upon their knowledge, 
generate inspiration 
and discover cultural 
art influences seen 
in posters, T-shirts, 
advertisements and 
other graphics. 
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Expanding, 
Enhancing and 

Enriching 
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What’s New in Facilities Upgrades?
Over the summer, the district completed projects under 

Phase II of the Capital Reserve Fund, approved by the 
community in March 2014. The 2014 Capital Reserve Fund 
set aside $5 million (plus interest) for capital improvements 
with no increase to the tax levy. The district also completed a 
$9 million energy performance program, which added energy-
savings improvements throughout the district. The projects 
were based on building condition surveys prepared as part of 
the district’s five-year Capital Facilities Plan required by New 
York State, as well as instructional space improvements. The 
energy performance contract allowed the district to make 
facility upgrades, which will be funded by energy savings.

Superintendent of Schools John C. McNamara said, “We 
must continue to find ways to maintain our facilities in a 
fiscally responsible way and provide outstanding learning 
spaces for our students.”

Some of the projects completed to date include:

•  Renovation of a middle school home and careers classroom.
• New music lab at the middle school.
• New lockers in the girls’ locker room at the middle school.
• A new cogenerator system installed at the middle school.
•  Floor tile replacements in over 30 classrooms at the middle 

school and high school.
•  Renovations of two community bathrooms at Forest Lake.
•  Concrete and asphalt replacement on the playground and 

parking lots at Forest Lake and a portion of the parking lot 
at the middle school.

•  As was completed at Mandalay and Wantagh elementary 
schools last school year, LED lighting upgrades in halls 
and classrooms and ceiling replacements were completed at 
Forest Lake. 


